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North–South Corridor Study 

October 2010 
Public Scoping Mee<ngs  Federal Aid No. STP‑999‑A(BBM) 

ADOT Project No. 999 PN 000 H7454 01L 

North–South Corridor Study 

Welcome and Introduc<ons 

Key ADOT Study Team Members: 
•  Javier Gurrola, Engineering Project Manager 

•  Rebecca Swiecki, Environmental Planning 
Group Lead 

•  Teresa Welborn, Communica<on and 
Community Partnerships Lead 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Agenda 

•  The purpose of this public scoping mee<ng 
is to: 
– Provide an overview of the study process 
– Discuss the environmental and engineering 
processes and schedule 

– Present the Corridor Opportunity Area 
– Provide opportunity for members of the 
community to ask ques<ons and provide 
feedback 

North–South Corridor Study 

Study Partners and Stakeholders 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ADOT’s Role 

•  Conduct studies to iden<fy/evaluate highway 
alterna<ves 

•  Coordinate environmental evalua<on 

•  Acquire rights‐of‐way 

•  Design and construct highways 

•  Maintain and operate highways 

North–South Corridor Study 

FHWA’s Role  

•  Serve as lead federal agency 

•  Par<cipate in study process 

•  Provide leadership, exper<se, guidance and 
review for environmental evalua<ons 

•  Approve final documents 

•  Provide federal funding 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Public’s Role 
•  Ask ques<ons 
•  Provide feedback 

–  Comment form and maps 

–  Call ADOT contact 
–  Visit project website 

•  Tell us 
–  What is important to you?  

–  What are your concerns? 

–  What should we consider when evalua<ng possible 
future corridor loca<ons? 

North–South Corridor Study 

Project Development Process 

•  Currently in study phase 
•  Data gathering is under way 
•  An<cipated comple<on of engineering and 
environmental studies in 2013 

•  Design and construc<on not yet funded 

We are here 
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Study Phase 

North–South Corridor Study 

Purpose of Scoping 

•  Invite agency and public comments 
•  Iden<fy agency and public concerns 
to be addressed during the study 

•  Provide early opportunity for input 
and involvement 



10/22/10 

6 

North–South Corridor Study 

Study Objec<ves 

•  Define purpose and need for project 
•  Evaluate built and natural environments 

•  Gather input from all stakeholders 

•  Coordinate study with other planning 
ini<a<ves 

•  Iden<fy and assess solu<ons 

North–South Corridor Study 

Sun Corridor Region 

•  Expected to become 
an area of high 
popula<on density 

•   “Megapolitan” will 
grow to 15 million 
people by 2060 

•  80 percent of 
Arizonans now live  
in region 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Study Purpose  
•  Provide access to rapidly growing 
areas of Pinal County 
– Accommodate growth‐induced traffic 
to relieve an<cipated conges<on 

– Provide traffic relief to I‐10 
– Provide a direct connec<on to the 
eastern por<on of the Phoenix 
metropolitan area 

2005 

2050 

North–South Corridor Study 

Study Need 
•  Address needs iden<fied in local, 
regional and statewide plans 

•  Address lack of regional 
transporta<on capacity 

•  Address challenges related to the 
exis<ng networks and transporta<on 
system linkages 

2005 

2050 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Corridor History 
•  Approved studies showing corridor: 

–  Southeast Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporta<on 
Study, 2003 (MAG, CAAG, ADOT) 

–  Pinal County Corridors Defini<on Study, 2007 (ADOT) 
–  Queen Creek Small Area Transporta<on Study, 2007 (Queen 

Creek, ADOT) 
–  Coolidge‐Florence Regional Transporta<on Plan, 2008 (Florence, 

Coolidge, ADOT)  

–  Pinal County Regionally Significant Routes Plan for Safety and 
Mobility, 2008 (Pinal County) 

–  Pinal County Comprehensive Plan, 2009 (Pinal County) 
–  Central Arizona Regional Framework Study (bqAZ), 2010 (ADOT) 

North–South Corridor Study 

Study Overview 

•  US 60 to I‐10 
•  Engineering documents 

–  Alterna<ve Selec<on 
Report 

–  Loca<on/Design Concept 
Report 

•  Environmental documents 
–  No<ce of Intent  

 (published Sept. 20, 2010) 

–  Technical reports 
–  Environmental Impact 
Statement 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Environmental Elements 

•  Neighborhood/residen<al 
considera<ons 

•  Socioeconomic 
considera<ons 

•  Environmental jus<ce 

•  Land use 
•  Water resources 

•  Noise 
•  Habitat connec<vity 

•  Air quality 
•  Cultural resources 
•  Biological resources 
•  Visual resources 
•  Hazardous materials 

•  Public parks/recrea<on 
•  Secondary and cumula<ve 

impacts 

North–South Corridor Study 

Engineering Elements   

•  Modal op<ons 

•  Interchanges 
•  Rights‐of‐way 
•  Drainage features 

•  Implementa<on plan 

•  Traffic analyses 

•  Alterna<ve 
development 

•  Roadway design and 
geometry 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Study Area Features 

•  CAP Canal 
•  Gila River 
•  Picacho Reservoir 
•  Picacho Mountains 

•  Picacho Fissure 
•  Railroads 

North–South Corridor Study 

Study Area Refinement Analysis 

•  Analysis developed to assist in iden<fying areas 
of corridor opportuni<es and constraints 

U<li<es 
Future Land 

Use 

major u<li<es exis<ng and 
planned 

development 

exis<ng and 
planned open 

space 

floodplains and 
drainage 

 geotechnical 

biological 
resources 

cultural 
resources 

hazardous 
materials 

socioeconomic 

land ownership 
and jurisdic<on 

Environmental Data  Non-Environmental Data 

schools, parks 
and trails 

places of 
interest 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Avoidance Area Assessment 

•  What are the issues and associated data that 
define “areas of avoidance”? 

–  Examples:   
•  Exis<ng development  

•  Planned development 

•  What criteria define avoidance? 
–  Examples:   

•  Ac<ve, under construc<on, or start by 2020 (avoidance) 
•  Planned beyond 2020 (non‐avoidance) 

Undefined drainage areas 

            Existing development 

           Planned open space 
            Schools 
           Parks 
           Trails 
           Juan Bautista de Anza                 

 National Historic Trail 

Airport 

Existing open space 
Planned development 

Drainage areas to be avoided 
CAP canal 

Corridor constraints 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Drainage areas to be avoided 
Undefined drainage areas 

Corridor opportuni<es 
and constraints 

Corridor opportunity area 
            Existing development 

           Planned open space 
            Schools 
           Parks 
           Trails 
           Juan Bautista de Anza                 

 National Historic Trail 

Airport 

Existing open space 
Planned development 

CAP canal 

Corridor  
opportunity area 

 Corridor opportunity area 

 North–South Study Area 
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Next Steps 

North–South Corridor Study 

Concurrent 
Studies 
 US 60 Alignment 
Study  
 State Route 802 
Corridor Study 
 Hidden Valley and 
Central AZ 
Transporta<on 
Framework Studies  
 I‐10 Widening, I‐8 
to Tangerine Road 
 Phoenix‐Tucson 
Intercity Rail Study 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Coordina<on with Rail Study 

•  Arizona’s Road to Rail 
– BqAZ Rail Framework 
Study 

– State Rail Plan 
•  Daily Amtrak Service 
•  Phoenix‐Tucson 
Intercity Passenger Rail 

North–South Corridor Study 

Concurrent Studies  
Upcoming Public Hearings 

•  US 60 (Pinal County) 
– Thursday, November 4, 2010  

– Mountainbrook Village at Gold Canyon 
Supers<<on Hall 

•  SR 802 (Loop 202 to Ironwood Road) 
– Tuesday, November 9, 2010  
– Queen Creek Branch Library, Zane Grey 
Conference Room 

Both hearings will be held from 6 to 8 p.m., 
with a presenta<on at 6:30 p.m. 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Public Scoping Mee<ngs   
•  Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2010 

– Union Center at Merrill Ranch, Florence 

•  Thursday, Oct. 21, 2010 
– Picacho Elementary School, Picacho 

•  Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2010 
– Apache Junc<on High School, Apache Junc<on 

•  Thursday, Oct. 28, 2010 
– Skyline Ranch K‐8 School, Queen Creek 
All mee5ngs  will be held from 6 to 8 p.m., 

with a presenta5on at 6:15 p.m. 

North–South Corridor Study 

Opportuni<es to Comment 

•  Fill out a comment form 
– Leave it in the box on the sign‐in table 
– Mail, e‐mail or fax 

•  Fill out a ques<on card during the 
presenta<on and return to a team member 

•  Mark comments on the map 

•  Have a ques<on about another project in the 
area? See a team member aner the 
presenta<on 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Public Contact Informa<on 
Please share your comments with us tonight or 
by: 
• Mail:  

ADOT Communica<on and Community Partnerships 
Aon: North–South Corridor Study  
2540 N. Tucson Blvd. 
Tucson, AZ 85716 

• E‐mail: angie@gordleydesign.com 
• Phone: 520‐327‐6077 
• Fax: 520‐327‐4687 
• Web: www.azdot.gov/northsouthcorridorstudy 

North–South Corridor Study 

Thank you! 


